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                              Full-bore- Add 10 minutes left 

                              Small-bore-National time                      

 

   June 2017 

Buffalo Chips 

 
 

 
 
 
Like always, if you have any questions, scores, tips or advice, comments, 

or have something that you would like to have published in the For Sale / 
Wanted section, email me at mprachips@gmail.com 
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         Finally, summer weather 
 

            First congratulations to Murray Sloane (match rifle) and Don Mitchell (sporter  
           rifle) for being the top marksmen of the winter indoor 22 season. 

 
 On the May 27th, Murray Sloane and I spent the day manning an MPRA table at 
the Provincial Junior Rifle Championships in Morden. It was great to see lots of 
parents and young people attending this well-organized event. One of the 
volunteers we spoke with was Canada Winter Games Gold medalist and MPRA 
member Krista Hildebrand. It was great to hear that this coming winter she will be 
coaching air rifle in Morden, well done young lady. 
 
Also great shooting to all the members that attended the May Long weekend 
shoot in Nookomis. While it sounded like everyone had a great time, having 
winds shift up to 10 minutes in the time you got on target made for a challenging 
day. 
 
  Next 22LR match at the Wildlife Association range north of Portage La Prairie is  
the Provincial Championship happening July 9-10th. To get on the e-mail list for 
these or any other 22 monthly matches during the winter contact Paul Lemire at 
pilot11@shaw.ca and go compete. 
 
 Gateway is also open during the summer on Monday nights thanks to Rob Wiebe 
being the key holder. If you want to shoot 22LR prone contact Rob at 
rwiebe1@mts.net     
 
 Full Bore usually shoots every Wednesday night around 6:00pm and Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 am at the St Charles range located behind the Assinibione race 
Track on Saskatchewan Blvd. Everyone is invited to come check out this side of 
the sport, so contact Leo Poulin at jleo@shaw.ca to get on his list so you get 
notification when we have no access due to military requirements. 
 
Finally congratulations to Katarina Knipping, who shot a 599-30x in Sporter Rifle 
at the first weekend of outdoor 22 at the P.L.P. range. Plus a big thank you to 
Janet Stewart, who has been the association’s secretary/ treasurer for the past 30 
years. Well done both of you. 
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Ron Dawson and George McCartney 
 

 
 

 Sadly at the end of March to good friends and competitors passed away 
within a day of each other. Both started shooting as cadets and had almost 140 
years of combined shooting experience. From the bald windy ranges of the 
Canadian prairies to competing nationally and internationally both gentlemen 
represented our sport in the highest regard, sharing knowledge and humor. 
 
 
Ron’s family was kind enough to leave us quite a few framed team 
photographs of Ron at Bisley. Ron would make a winter holiday of shooting in 
California and George was on the Canadian team to South Africa. 
 
Back in the day the Free Press and Tribune would cover our provincial match 
usually taking up most of a page in the sports section and covering it every 
day of the competition. Below Ron Dawson is featured in one of many articles 
that day from 1953. 
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In our December 2012 Chips Ron wrote about his beginnings that started his 
path to being a MPRA Grand Aggregate Champion. 
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I first joined the Cameron Cadets at Minto Armoury in the fall of 1944.   
My 11th birthday wouldn’t be until November, but I was a large sized 
10 year old boy so I passed myself off as 12 years of age and was 
accepted in the Cadet Corps.    They had rifle shooting as one of the 
activities in which I was anxious to take part.   We did get some 
instruction with the Cameron Cadet Corps at Minto and one of the 
things I can always remember was being shown how to hold a rifle in 
the prone position, a coin being put on the front sight and I had to 
squeeze then release the trigger without the coin falling off. 

His article continued into the March 2013 Chips issue. 
 
 
GEORGE MCCARTNEY 
  
George started shooting as an Army Cadet in 1951.  Between 1951   and the early years in  
the 21st  century, he  was very actively  involved in the sport of target rifle shooting in 
Manitoba and in Canada.  The following are but a few of  the competitions George  entered 
and some of his accomplishments: 
·         He travelled to Bisley four times as a member of the Canadian Rifle Team. 
·         He was Commandant of the Prairie Provinces Rifle Team to Bisley in 2000 
·         He was a  member of Canadian Goodwill Teams to South Africa  as well as Trinidad 
&  Barbados 
·         He represented Canada on two Palma Rifle Teams. 
·         He was member of the winning Commonwealth Rifle Team in 1971 
·         George was twice the winner of the Lt Governor’s Match in Manitoba and three 
times won the Manitoba High Power Rifle Championship. 
·         He  entered the Canadian Fullbore Rifle Championship many times and travelled to 
the Dundurn and North Star Ranges in Saskatchewan on numerous occasions to compete 
in SPRA and Prairie Provinces Matches. 
·         George was member of the DCRA Council and a Past President of the Manitoba 
Provincial Rifle Association. 
  
Until he took early retirement, George worked for the Manitoba Government Department  
of Highways as a heavy equipment mechanic and eventually a Mechanic Supervisor. His 
job was to keep the graders  grading and the trucks trucking;  and he did it well! 
George’s interests also included curling, he was co-founder of the Jr. Curling Program at 
the Assiniboine Curling Club as well as a past President of that Club; fishing, he spent 
hours and days teaching his grandsons how fish for the big ones at the lake where he and 
his family had a cottage ; and travelling. For many winters beginning in 1992, George and 
his wife Pat enjoyed their time share in Cancun. 
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Ron Dawson, Grand Aggregate winner piping himself in. 
 

 
 
George McCartney, with Doran and Don Sewell At the Macdonald Stewart 
dinner, Canadian Rifle Championship, Ottawa. 
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                 Interesting stuff on the net 
 
Making my way through several boxes of vintage shooting/guns magazines, I came across 

the April 1957 issue of 'Guns' magazine. This issue features an article entitled "Why America 

LOST the OLYMPICS". (capitalization is the magazine's). The article is a good overview of 

the shooting events at the 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne 

(https://www.olympic.org/melbourne-/-...-1956/shooting), though a great deal of the 

article is focused on lamenting the fact that the U.S. team did not do well - 'They got 

soundly licked - and the Russkies chortled.' 

 

The interesting part of the article for me, though are the images (scans provided below) of 

the custom Ross rifles used successfully by the Russian team in the Running Deer 

competition at those Olympics. 

 

 
 

https://www.olympic.org/melbourne-/-stockholm-1956/shooting
http://s250.photobucket.com/user/TwoRounds/media/4Sale/Guns_1.jpeg.html
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The DI [drill instructor] came by and yelled, "Hell, boy, you's flinchin'.    
All you gotta do is stop flinchin'." Great advice, coach, but how?  With    
this kind of advice, the young trainee is returning to the firing line    
trying to figure out what flinching is and how to stop doing it. The coach    
is feeling good that he did his job and sorted out another one. But what    
advice did he really give the student? What picture has he left in the    
student's mind toward fixing the problem and becoming a better shot?  
Now    
we fully appreciate that DIs don't have much time to spend with each    
trainee, but he could have answered the question "how" with only a few 
more    
words: "Hell, boy, you's flinchin'. What you gotta do is keep the upper    
body relaxed, focus totally on the front sight and your sight alignment,    
and press the trigger with a steady increase of pressure until the rifle    
fires. Focus on the front sight and alignment from front to rear."  Okay,    
so it's more than a few more words. But you can see the picture that has    
now been established in the student's mind. And it's this picture that will    
influence his next group of shots.   
 Linda K. Miller and Keith Cunningham,    
Secrets of Mental Marksmanship 

http://s250.photobucket.com/user/TwoRounds/media/4Sale/Guns_2.jpeg.html
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                                             MANITOBA PROVINCIAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
 
                                                              INDIVIDUAL ENTRY FORM 

CLASSIFICATION               
  The 145th Manitoba High Power Rifle Championship- August 5, 6, 7, 2017                    _________________ 

[Master [ ] 
[Expert [ ] 

Name___________________________________________________________________                                    [Sharpshooter [ ] 
[Marksman [ ] 

Rifle Association_______________________________________Unit________________                    [Senior [ ] 
[Junior [ ] 

Home Address____________________________________________________________                                   [Cadet [ ] 
 
Town______________________Prov__________P.C.____________Phone___________ 
 
 
NOTE:  (1) All entries and payments must be received no later than eight (8) days prior to the commencement 
                       of the matches.  Entries received after that date may be accepted subject to availability of range space.  
                      Any refunds will be made LESS the Administration fee. 

(2) Competitors under 21 years of age may reduce their entry fee by 50% 
(3) Place an F after those matches in which you wish to compete in F Class 

 
COMP EVENT   RANGE  FEE F CLASS FEE FEE TO PAY 
Saturday, Aug 5, 2017 

Administration fee including BBQ ticket 17.00 17.00 __17 .00____   
1 Marcus J. Jones            300   6.00   6.00 ___________ 
2 Imre Doszpod  600 10.00 10.00 ___________ 
3 E.L. Dunlop  500   6.00   6.00 ___________ 
4 Founders   900 10.00 10.00 ___________ 
 
Sunday, Aug 6, 2017 
5 Lieut. Governor’s 1st  3,5, 600   25.00 25.00 ___________ 
6 Macdonald Stewart  600 10.00 10.00 ___________ 
7 Newman   1000  6.00   6.00 ___________ 
 
Monday,  Aug 7, 2017 
8 Lieut. Governor’s Final  9, 1000  N/C  N/C 
9 Presidents   900                    N/C  N/C 
10 144th Anniversary Aggregate 3,5,6,9,1000     10.00 10.00 ___________         

Total entry fees ___________ 
Deduct age concession ___________ 
Net entry fee ___________ 
                   ___________ 

Add if applicable: DCRA Senior            130.00   ___________ 
DCRA Under 25 90.00   ___________ 
DCRA Associate 55.00                              ___________ 
MPRA Full 50.00     ___________ 
MPRA Under 25 25.00   ___________    
MPRA Family 65.00   ___________ 
Insurance (visitors)    19.00   ___________ 

 
TOTAL FEE PAYABLE   =========== 

 
NB: Membership year  is April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018 
 
ALL AMMUNITION WILL BE SUPPLIED BY THE COMPETITOR 
 
F Class Open -  Any Rifle, Any Sight, Any Calibre not exceeding 8mm (No Magnum Cartridges).  
F Class TR -       Limited to 7.62mm or 5.56mm with a scope. No max. bullet weight.      
TR -   7.62mm, Bullet must not exceed 156 grains.  
TR -   5.56mm, No max. bullet weight.      
 
MAIL ENTRY FORM AND PAYMENT TO: Manitoba Provincial Rifle Association Inc 

C/o Mrs. J. Stewart 
795 Valour Road, Winnipeg, Mb. R3G 3B3 
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

 
There is a special 145th Anniversary Aggregate, with the winner collecting $50.00.  This 
Anniversary Aggregate is open to all, but the main prize can only be won by a TR shooter.  
There will be Class prizes, including one for F Class competitors. Note: There must be three (3) 
competitors, or more, in a class to qualify for cash prizes.  This Aggregate competition must be 
entered before firing commences on Saturday Aug 5, and will consist of scores obtained at 300, 
500 and 900 yards shot on Saturday and 600 and 1,000 yards on Sunday afternoon. 
 
There is another aggregate, named the Jim Luchuck Aggregate. Entry is free and will consist of 
all long range scores (900 and 1000) including the Final scores. There are cash prizes for all 
classes. 
 
Cash prize money will be paid by cheque and mailed to competitors. 
 
F Class competitors will shoot at DCRA targets with new scoring diagram and scored with V’s 
5’s 4’s etc. as per TR scoring . 
 
ALL COMPETITIONS AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION AT THE 
DISCRETION OF THE SHOOTING COMMITTEE.  COMPETITORS WILL BE 
INFORMED BUT PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE THE RANGE WITHOUT CHECKING 
FIRST WITH THE RANGE OFFICER. 
 
 
 
Rifles and Ammunition 
All competitors will supply their own ammunition.  
Sighting are convertible. 
2 practice shots will be allowed at 300m and 900yds on Sat only. 
F Class Open- Any rifle, any sight, any calibre up to but not exceeding 8mm. 
F Class TR - Any 7.62, 5.56 rifle, with scope. No bullet restriction 
F Class will shoot the Lt. Governor’s final 
F Class competitors will be squadded together where possible. 
 
TR Ammunition 7.62 Bullet must not exceed 156 grains 

5.56 Bullet- No max. bullet weight 
 

ALL COMPETITORS MUST BE PAID UP MEMBERS OF THE MPRA OR THE 
DCRA OR A PRA AND MUST HAVE INSURANCE COVERAGE 
 
Competitors will not leave the firing point on completion of a detail without having 
their rifle inspected by the Range Officer. (As per DCRA rules). Competitors must 
also check the rifle of the firer they scored for. 
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Bolt flags must be used off the mound at all times. 
 

 
 
 
TIMETABLE OF EVENTS 

 
TIME   EVENT   RANGE SHOTS HPS 
 

Saturday Aug 5, 2017 
 

08:00  Marcus J. Jones Match     300         2- 2-10  50 
 
10:15  Imre Doszpod Match       600  2-15  75 
 
13:00  E.L. Dunlop Match     500  2-10  50 
 
15:15  Founders Match     900  2-15  75 

 
Barbecue p.m. 

 
Sunday August 6,2017 

 
08:00  Lt. Governor’s 1st stage    300  2-7  35 
 

Lt. Governor’s 1st stage    500  2-7  35 
 

Lt. Governor’s 1st stage    600  2-7  35 
 
   
13:00  Macdonald Stewart Foundation Match 600  2-15  75 
 
15:30  Newman Match   1,000  2-10  50 

(Any necessary shoot-offs) 
 

Monday August 7, 2017 
 
08:00  Lt. Governor’s final   900  2-15  75 
 
 
10:30  Lt. Governor’s final   1,000  2-15  75 
 
 

 
 
On completion, Chairing of Champion and presentation of prizes. 

 
 
 
 
Reticle Perpendicularity 
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By Darrell Holland 
 

 
Long range shooters go through great pains to properly 

set-up their rifles for long range shooting. Bipods, muzzle brakes, cosine indicators and a host of 
other widgets often adorn their newly created thunder stick. How many of them actually check to 
see that their scope reticle is perpendicular to the bore? 
 
Often times they take for granted that the store clerk/gunsmith properly installed the scope and it 
is true to the rifle’s bore? Others often cant the rifle and set the reticle to what “looks vertical” in 
their opinion? The resulting misalignment can cause problems when we engage targets at long 
range. 
 
Over the years I’ve watched shooters adjust both elevation and windage in apparent dead calm 
conditions. When queried about the “extra windage” they dialed, the excuses ranged from 
rotational drift, to the Coriolis effect? Never once did they question the possibility that the reticle 
was not perpendicular to the bore. Rotational drift at 500 yards is minimal (approx. 1.5 inches 
depending upon caliber and bullet) and is of no real concern to the long range hunter. Can you 
judge point of impact that accurately under field conditions? Probably not? 
 
The Coriolis Effect comes into play if we are shooting at extreme range, 1000 yards plus and is 
more than not masked by winds between the shooter and his or her target. The earth rotates at 
approximately 750 miles per hour ( easterly direction), take your time of flight and divide it into 
750 
miles per hour. 
 
On to bigger and more important things. It is an easy test to determine if your reticle is 
perpendicular to the bore and requires less ammunition than shooting the BOX. We should all be 
shooting a quality scope who’s turrets are 90 degrees apart and have taken the time to do our best 
in optically zeroing the reticle ( when setting up the scope mounts) liminating the dreaded erector 
tube windage/elevation movement when we make an adjustment with our target knobs. 
 
Having done so, we can now move to testing our rifle and scope. Precisely zero the rifle at 100 
yds. Staple a fresh sheet of cardboard or butcher’s paper to the target backer. Using a 4 foot 
contractors level scribe a plumb line on our paper with a “Sharpie felt pen”. Make this line 20-30 
inches long and at the bottom of the line, scribe a horizontal line that will act as our aiming 
reference. For those of you who are artistically inclined we’ve created an inverted capital “T”. 
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From the bench, align the reticle’s vertical wire with the 

plumb line on the paper and aim at the intersection of our lines. Fire a single round and note its 
location. Dial 15-20 MOA of “UP” elevation in our scope and aim at the same reference line. Be 
sure the reticle is aligned with our plumb line on the paper and fire a second round. If all is well, 
our bullet should be within a bullet diameter of striking our line, indicating our reticle is indeed 
perpendicular to the bore. We have now confirmed that our elevation knob is tracking true to the 
centerline of our bore. Any extreme elevation correction will now launch the bullet inline with 
our intended target given a dead calm condition. 
 

 
If for some reason the shooting Gods have frowned 

upon you and the bullet strikes 1-2 inches “left or right” of the line, a scope rotation is in order. 
We must first note the location of our scope to the ring cap, take the Sharpie pen and make a 
“WITNESS” mark on the scope tube and ring. We next loosen the ring cap screws and “rotate” 
the scope in the direction of our bullet impact. A slight rotation is all that is necessary, be precise 
in our rotation, a 1/32 or 1/16 circumfrencial rotation will make a big difference in point of 
impact. Re-zero the rifle ( yes, this is an important step and must not be overlooked) and repeat 
the above exercise until the bullet strikes our vertical line.** Don’t forget to paste the old bullet 
holes! 
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You’ve now successfully confirmed that your reticle is perpendicular to your rifles bore. Slip the 
windage/ elevation knobs and set them to “0". Grab the bino’s, Data Card and start searching for 
a distant target to shoot. You’ll be confident that reticle perpendicularity is no longer a concern 
when you need to stretch the barrel on your next long shot! 
 
If we take the time to be confident in our equipment by periodic testing and evaluating. We will 
eliminate our “equipment related” shooting slumps and can isolate areas that require our focused 
attention. Position, sight alignment, breathing, trigger squeeze and follow thru are area’s we can 
ALL improve upon. 
 
All too often shooters blame errant shots on equipment, ammunition, imperfect zero’s and a host 
of other excuses. Often times we find that by retracting our eye from the ocular lens we can see 
the reflection of who is indeed responsible for the missed shot? You will never make any real 
progress in your shooting if you do not take responsibility for your actions... 
 
Thanks again for the opportunity to share my experiences regarding practical long range 
shooting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J 

                                                                                         
 

Courtesy Eley Ammo 
 
If a Sportsman true you'd be, listen carefully to me 
Never, never let your gun, pointed be at anyone: 
That it may unloaded be, matters not the least to me. 
When a hedge or fence you cross, though of time it cause a loss. 
From your gun the cartridge take, for the greater safety`s sake. 
If twixt you and neighbouring gun, bird may fly or beast may run 
Let this maxim e`er be thine; ``Follow not across the line.`` 
Steps and beaters, oft unseen, lurk behind some leafy screen. 
Calm and steady always be - never shoot where you can`t see. 
You may kill, or you may miss, but at all times think of this - 
All the pheasants ever bred, won`t repay for one man dead. 
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